
.Life is a dynamic self-assembly process …
… driven by response to stimuli such as touch, temperature, and light. This is
fundamental to all forms of life––as exemplified by the venus flytrap (Dionaea
muscipula), which executes a specific function in response to a short-term stimulus––and
also for tropism and homeostasis. G. John and co-workers describe in their Commu-
nication on page 9509 ff. functional materials that are responsive to stimuli which have
been synthesized by using the lessons learned from nature.
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